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of Hitlerism in Germany, served to indicate that the policy,
associated with these statesmen, of appeasement and peace
was losing ground. On April 10 Hindenburg was re-elected
President of Germany by 19,367,688 votes against 13,429,603
for Hitler, the third candidate, the Communist Thielmann,
getting 3,705,898. The large number of votes obtained by Hitler
could not but be impressive; not only Poland, but all Europe
was made uneasy, and this all the more because the chiefs of the
German army seemed to support Hitler, the Government being
practically passive. Hitler's followers were energetic and clamorous;
they advocated a big programme of expansion, particularly in
the "East," including the "obliteration" of Poland. Hitherto
German policy, based on the treaties of Rapallo and Berlin, had
been pro-Soviet, and it was well known that Germany had
established munitions factories in Russia, but Japanese aims in
Manchuria had made the Soviet deeply apprehensive, and
rendered her less valuable as an ally; in any case, Hitler was
opposed to such an alliance, as he saw a splendid opportunity
in the Ukraine for German "colonization."
This whole line of thought was becoming familiar to the Poles
in 1932, and they had already had bitter experience of Hitlerism
in Danzig. Anti-Polish propaganda waxed fiercer and fiercer
in Germany on the question of the "frontiers"; it had been
persistent for years, but now it was particularly venomous, so
that all the world was aware of it, and rather expected something
to happen. That was probably the reason why credence was
given to despatches from Danzig which appeared in the Daily
Express, of London, and other popular English papers on May 2
to the effect that not only had Poland had ready a plan for the
invasion of the Free City, but that she was prevented from carrying
it out solely by the intervention of France; it was hinted, too,
that Gravina, the League's High Commissioner, knew these
facts and had talked about them in Geneva. But the reports
turned out to be pure inventions. Gravina declared to Papee that he
was indignant about the dissemination of such fake news by
British journalists. Skirmunt, Polish Ambassador at London,
at once called at the Foreign Office with regard to the repeals,